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1. MULTIPLE-CHOICE  EXERCISES - TENSES 

 

1. I……….at my childhood and I can tell I truly enjoyed it. 

 

a.think                    b.am thinking          c. will think                 d.would think 

 

2. I…………him for a long time. 

 

a.haven’t  seen     b.hadn’t seen          c.am seeing                d. have been seeing 

 

3. When he was at school, he……………..into trouble. 

 

a. was always getting         b. always got      c.have always got    d.had always got 

 

4. Why…………………at me? Am I wearing the wrong clothes? 

 

a. does he stare      b. did he stare     c. is he staring      d. was hw staring 

 

5. Things……………better and better. 

 

a. get      b. are getting      c. got        d. are going to get 

 

6. May 1945: The war in Europe …………………..to an end. 

 

a. comes      b. came                c. will come           d. come 

 

7. When you lived in London……………………by tube? 

 

a. were you travelling      b. did you travel     c. you travelled    d. you were travelling 

 

8. When I………….the door, I……………..that the children………………..in the middle of the room. 

 

a. was opening;  saw; played                       b. opened; saw; were playing 

c.opened;  was seeing; played                    d. opened; saw; played 

 

9.It was warm so I …………………………..my coat. 

a. took off                    b. took up                c. did take off         d. had taken off 

 

10. He …………………………a railway enthusiast. 

a. was always          b. has always been               c. would always be      d. is always 

 

11. My sister has taken two difficult exams since we………………. 

a. talk          b. have been talking               c. talked             d. are talking 



 

 

5 ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY MULTIPLE CHOICE TESTS 

5 

 

12. She bought some new CDs last week and she …………………..to music ever since. 

a. has been listening    b. had been listening    c. listens       d. listened 

 

13. She………………..foreign tourists round the town all week, that’s why she is exhausted in 

the evenings. 

a. is showing         b. shows                   c. has shown                  d. has been showing 

 

14. Many people…………..into lifeboats when The Titanic sank…………..  . 

a. got; sank             b. had got; sank          c. have got; sunk        d. had got; sunk 

 

15. The ground was dry and it was obvious that it………….for a while. 

a. had been raining               b. had rained       c. hadn’t rain           d. didn’t rain 

 

16. His wife betrayed him although she ……………….him eternal love. 

a. swore          b. had sworn               c. had been swearing          d. swear 

 

17. Before he………………..to his senses, he ………to the stirrup and ………………off. 

a. could come; had sprung; had ridden         b. could come; sprang; rode 

c. could come; had sprang; had ridden         d. can come; sprung; rode 

 

18. Fred……………….from his bed, though Dr. Burke strictly……………him……………so. 

a. raised; had forbidden; to do                         b. rose; had forbidden; to make 

c. rose; had forbidden; to do                            d. rose; forbade; to do 

 

19. When I………………. there I……………that it………………..and somebody………………….me 

it…………….for two days. 

a. arrived; seen; was raining; told; had been raining 

b. arrived; saw; was raining; told; have been raining 

c. arrived; saw; rained; told; had rained 

d. arrived; saw; was raining; told; had been raining 

 

20. Not only ……………….late, but he also refused my invitation. 

a. he came       b. he had come      c. did he come                d. did he came 

 

21. I knew she…………………..for some hours and that she………………………..if the weather 

……………….fine. 

a. had been walking; would walk; is 

b. had been walking; would walk; is being 

c. have been walking; would walk; was 

d. had been walking; would walk; was 

 

22. Few of them……………..Mr. Hamilton. 

a. has ever met            b. have ever met         c. ever met          d. ever meet 
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23. In fine weather I…………………….for a walk after breakfast, but it……………..at this moment, 

so I ………………….indoors. 

a. go; is raining; am staying                                      b. am going; is raining; am staying 

c. go; rains; stay                                                      d. go; rains; will stay 

 

24. I…………………………….the button. Now what am I going to do? 

a. pressed                         b. have pressed                    c am pressing                 d. have pressed 

 

25. When we………………….. a rest, we’ll go out.    

a. have               b. had                     c. have had                 d. had had 

 

26. It’s the first time we…………………..to the UK. 

a. travel                      b. travelled                  c. have travelled        d. are travelling 

 

27. Car ………………………………in midnight collision. 

a. crashes                   b. crashed                 c. will crash                   d. is crashing 

 

28. You…………………your money! You’ll be ruined soon! 

a. always lend       b. always borrow             c. are always lending           d. are always borrowing    

 

29. I……………………..leaving my job but  something made  me change my mind. 

a. was thinking of          b. thought of      c. was thinking to                 d. had been thinking about   

 

30. He……………….own a farm but he has recently sold it. 

a. used to              b. is used to                     c. uses to                       d. was used to 

 

31. The price………………………….if it is first quality. 

a. do not matter                 b. does not matter              c. matter             d. mattered 

 

32. I don’t know what’s tha matter with him. He …………………….such a nice fellow, but these 

days he………….rude. 

a. is being; is being                  b. is; is             c. is being; is                    d. is; is being 

 

33. France…………………………on Belgium to the north. 

a. borders                    b. is bordering                   c. bordered                       d. border 

 

34. While he………………..she………………………..a strange dream. 

a. was sleeping; was having                                    b. was sleeping; had 

c. slept; had                                                               d. slept; was having 

 

35. When I was in my honeymoon, I……………………………..breakfast in bed. 

a. always had         b. was always having          c. would always have           d. had always had 

 

36. The audience often…………………………….half of the entertainment. 

a. provides                    b. is providing             c. provided                  d. will provide 
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37. Part of the information……………………..by the students but there are still a lot of things to 

master. 

a. has been already achieved                                    b. have already been achieved 

c. has already been achieved                                    d. has already achieved 

 

38. ………………each other long? We……………each other since we…………………undergraduates. 

a. do you know; know; were                                      

b. have you been knowing; have you been knowing; were 

c. have you known; have you known; were 

d. have you known; knew; have been 

 

39. It’s ges since I last……………………………..to a good concert. 

a. go                        b. went             c. had gone                       d. have gone 

 

40. The room looks very untidy. What………………….since I………….? 

a. did you do; left                                                   b. have you done; left 

c. are you doing; left                                              d. have you been doing; left 

 

41. ………………..Jane I missed her when you …………………..her? 

a. did you tell; saw       b. have you told; saw          c. had you told; saw        d. did you told; saw 

 

42. My aunt……………………..living in the city center. She………………………there al her life. Her 

sister……………….in the city center as well till she decided to buy a house in the countryside. 

a. enjoys, has lived; has lived 

b. is enjoying; has been living; had lived 

c. enjoys; has been living; had lived 

d. enjoys; lived; had lived 

 

43. I ………………………….tennis three times this week. 

a. play                     b. played                        c. have played                      d. am playing 

 

44. By the time we……………….there, they……………….. . 

a. arrived; had left                                            b. will arrive; leave 

c. will arrive; will arrive                                   d. arrive; left 

 

45. Before he……………his teaching profession, he…………………………in that school  for about 

twenty years. 

a. had given up; was working                                    b. gave up; had been working 

c. gave up; had worked                                              d. gave up; worked 

 

46. These fields……………………………….with oats. 

a. used to be sown              b. use to sew                c. used to be sewn          d. use to sow 

 

47. After three days the police………………….the runways and the parents……………… . 

a. had not found; were desperately                         b. had not found; were desperate 
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c. did not fiind; were desperate                                d. did not fiind, were desperately 

 

48. Little ……………….out these days. 

a. is always going                b. does she go               c. she goes              d. she is going 

 

49. „ Everybody who………………to this city……………………..the beauty of its architecture”, told 

the guide. 

a. comes; notices         b. is coming; notices           c. come; notice           d. is coming; is noticing 

 

50. She didn’t seem very enthusiastic about the plan and I…………….any expectations either. 

a. didn’t have                 b. hadn’t                    c. hadn’t had                      d. didn’t have  

 

51. We…….before that violence could occur. 

a. have been warned       b. were warned         c. had been warned       d. had been warn 

 

52. You …………..to wash your hands before eating. It really drives me crazy! 

a. always forget       b. are always forgetting     c. have always forgotten      d. always forgot 

 

53. Every bad cook……….his tools. 

a. quarrels              b. fights                          c. is quarreling                   d. is fighting 

 

54. One day I was on a walk in the forest. I……..vigorously,………………….up in my own 

thoughts. 

a. walked; caught                                              b. walked; catched 

c. was walking; caught                                    d. was walking; catched 

 

55. He complained he………………….the time to prepare his speech. 

a. had been given                                              b. hadn’t been given 

c. wasn’t given                                                   d. was given 

 

56. Rooney ……………………….the ball to Van Persie who………………….it high over the goal post. 

The whistle……………………and Spain……………………the new World Champion. 

a. is passing; is kicking; is going; is 

b. is passing; kicks; goes; is 

c. passes; kicks; goes; is 

d. pass; kick; go;is 

 

57. They were really good. The public and the jury………………………all impressed by their 

performance. They …………………..fot the third year in a ……………… . 

a. was; won; row                                                 b. were; won; row        

c. were; won; raw                                               d. was; won; raw 

 

58. Mark………………………….his car to work, but now he ………………the metrou to avoid the 

heavy traffic in the morning. 

a. used to drive; takes                                       b. used to driving; takes 



 

 

9 ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY MULTIPLE CHOICE TESTS 

9 

c. used to drive; is taking                                 d. used to driving; is talking 

 

59. He ………………………….in the rain , that’s  why his clothes are so wet. 

a. has walked                b. walked                   c. has been walking                   d. walks 

 

60. Mr. Smith was my mother’s favourite teacher. He is also my teacher. He …………………..our 

dearest teacher. 

a. has been remaining               b. is remaining           c. has remained                 d. remains 

 

61. I………CDs off the internet for years. 

a. have bought             b. have been buying                 c. had been buying          d. buy 

 

62. I……..very well lately. I must see a doctor as soon as possible. 

a. haven’t felt              b. didn’t feel               c. have felt                  d. felt  

 

63. The bus………………every ten minutes, so we don’t have to hurry. 

a. leave                 b. will leave               c. leaves                d. is leaving 

 

64. When he………………………Mr Poirot, she……………something then…………………without 

even……………at him. 

a. saw; whispers; leaves; looking 

b. saw; whispers; left; looking 

c. saw; whispered; left; look 

d. saw; whispered; left; looking 

 

65. I…………………….such a stupid idea until he spoke his mind. 

a. have never heard                                            b. had never heard 

c. did never hear                                                 d. hadn’t never heard  

 

66. A large sum of money has been stolen from a bank inour city. The robbers ……………………. 

Yet because the police………….any traces. 

a. haven’t been caught; haven’t found 

b. haven’t been caught; hasn’t found 

c. weren’t caught; haven’t found 

d. haven’t caught; wasn’t found 

 

67. The students were looking for the teacher who………..them French the previous semester. 

a. have taught                                                 b. had taught 

c. has taught                                                   d. had teached 

 

68. What……………………..when you told her the truth? 

a. did you think                                               b. thought 

c. was you thinking                                        d. were you thinking 

 

69. She said she…………………………whose job she…………….and everybody……………..her. 
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a. didn’t care; had taken; disliked                        b. doesn’t care; has taken; dislike 

c. won’t care; would take; disliked                      d. hadn’t cared; had taken; disliked 

 

70. Everybody……………who was the mysterious man she was about to marry. 

a. wondered             b. wonders                   c. would wonder             d. was wondering 

 

71. Leave me alone! You………………..bother me with such foolish things! 

a. can’t                      b. don’t need to              c. mustn’t                           d. shouldn’t 

 

72. You’ll know her when you…………………..her, because I…………..you a photo right now. 

a. will see; am sending                                                   b. see; send 

c. saw; am sending                                                         d. see; am sending 

 

73. The teacher scolded them because they…………………a terrible noise again. 

a. were making                 b. made             c. had made                d. had been making 

 

74. Jim wished he………………..all those words to Nicole. 

a. hasn’t said                      b. hadn’t said              c. didn’t say                    d. didn’t said 

 

75. The tall lady………………………a beautiful red lace dress which suited her perfectly. 

a. was wearing                       b. wore                 c. wears                        d. worn 

 

76. He ………………………………that I can call on him for help and I don’t know why, as 

I……………………………it before. He really pisses me off! 

a. always says; haven’t done                                  b. is always saying; haven’t done 

c. always said; haven’t done                                  d. has always said; haven’t done 

 

77. …………………………the rumours? Kate is pregnant. 

a. Have you heard          b. Did you hear             c. Did you heard               d. Have you hearded 

 

78. It…………………for hours and the road was really icy, so they agreed it………………..a good 

idea to travel. 

a. had snowed; wasn’t                                                   b. had been snowing; ; hadn’t been  

c. had been snowing; wasn’t                                        d. had been snowing; hasn’t been 

 

79. He……………..on a business trip on Monday. He…………………..for this opportunity all his life. 

a. leaves; has been waiting                                            b. is leaving; has waited 

c. is leaving; has been waiting                                       d. will leave; has been waiting 

 

80. We………………………any kind of problems untill we………………..this business in 2005. 

a. hadn’t had; opened                                                    b. didn’t have; opened 

c. haven’t have; open                                                     c. wouldn’t have; opened  

 

81. They ……………………………………….to fiind the best solution to this matter. I think they………… 

it soon.  
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a. struggle; will fiind                                                        b. struggle; fiind 

c. are struggling; are finding                                          d. are struggling; will find 

 

82. What’s the matter with you? Why……? 

a. are you always fighting                                              b. did you always fight 

c. do you always fight                                                    d. have you always fought 

 

83. When……………………..Johnny  Deep’s latest movie? Would you fancy…………………..again? 

a. have you seen; to see                                               b. did you see; seeing 

c. have you seen; seeing                                              d. had you seen; seeing 

 

84. Answer the door, please! I……………….to write a poem for some minutes and 

I……………………...to lose my inspiration. 

a. have been trying;  want                                           b. have tried; don’t want 

c. have been trying; am not wanting                         d. have been trying; don’t want 

 

85. She…………………….alll day that Friday. She……………….guests the following day and 

she……………….to prepare all the dishes in time. 

a. had been cooking; had; needed;                      b. had been cooking; had; had needed; 

c. had been cooking; was having; needed          d. had been cooking; was having; was  needing 

 

86. Mr. Radcliff………………….a toxedo whenever he………………..to a party. 

a. wore; is invited                                                    b. used to wear; was invited 

c. used to wearing; was invited                            d. used to wear; invited 

 

87. This is the first time she…………....the chance to speak her mind. 

a. is given                 b. was given                   c. has given                   d.  has been given 

 

88. The baby……………………………..for the last five minutes. I think it’s hungry. 

a. is crying                   b. cries                 c. has been crying                 d. has cried 

 

89. What are your plans for the summer holidays? Personally, I……………………camping at the 

beginning of June. 

a. am going                     b. go                c. will go                 d. will be going 

 

90. He was so scared, his hands……………………….violently. 

a. were moving              b. shook                c. were shaking              d. had been shaking 

 

91. Lord Reith is someone who…..the face of the media, but there is still plenty to do in this 

domain. 

a. will change               b. changed                      c. has changed                  d. changes 

 

92. The police…………….. the case thoroughly. 

a. are investigating                                        c. investigate 

b. is investigating                                                            d. investigates 
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93. He………………to go to Australia and he was over the moon when it finally happened. 

a. has always wanted                                                    c. had always wanted 

b. always wanted d. would always want 

 

94. The world’s population ………………at a fast rate. 

a. grows                     b. is growing                       c. grew                           d. has grown 

 

95. ………………..to know where Midnight Fever are going to perform. 

a. Did you happen                                                c. Are you happening 

b. Will you happen d. Do you happen 

 

96. Although the waiters were friendly and courteous, the food was not what we……… . 

a. have expected                      b. had expected                c. expected                   d. would expect 

 

97. Before I……………..Australia, an Australian friend in London……………me that I’d learn  „the 

Australian salute”. 

a. had visited; told     c. was visiting; told 

b. visited; had told           d. visited; was telling 

 

98. It was the first time he……………. to the opera. 

a. was invited               b. had invited                 c. was being invited         d. had been invited 

 

99. I………….on a month-long holiday to the Caribbean! 

What do you think about my plan? 

a. will go                  b. go                                    c. am going                        d. am going to go 

100. We…………….the movie for only a couple of minutes, when, suddenly, there was a power            

cut. 

a. were watching               b. have been watching        c. had watched      d. had been watching 

101. He didn’t like working evening shifts but eventually he…………….it. 

a. used to                b. was used to               c. got used to                  d. would use to 

102. They…………………the coin collection in the main gallery for the time being. 

a. put                       b. are putting               c. will put                         d. have put 

103. Poor service is the reason that clients……………..for not doing business with us anymore. 

a. have given                           b. gave                   c. had given                   d. give 

104. They will give you a ticket when you……………….your  ID card. 

a. will show               b. will be showing            c. showed            d. show. 
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105. Copycat products …………………..by street vendors who……..a living selling things like 

handbags and perfumes illegally. 

a. are sold; are making     c. sell; make 

b. will be sold; make     d. are sold; make 

106. The Italian island of Sardinia ……………..the world record for the highest percentage of 

people who…………….to be over 100 years old. 

a. holds; have lived c. is holding; have lived 

b. holds; have been lived d. is holding; lives 

107. A team of doctors and biologists ……………the proteins which are contained in the Y 

chromosome. Their main priority ist o fiind the key gene. 

a. have now investigated c. is now investigating 

b. now investigate        d. are now investigating 

108. You’ d better……….some boots on. It……….all week and it’s very muddy outside. 

a. put; has been raining  c. have put; has been raining 

b. put; has rained        d. put; hasn’t rained 

109. When I was a child, we………………………..in the garden on summer evenings. 

a. often used to sat c. were often used to sit 

b. would often sit     d. often sat 

110. It was only four o’clock but everyone……………….the office. 

a. already left               b. had already left                 c. have already left        would already leave 

111. I……………….in my taxi reading the morning newspaper whwn the alarm in the bank        

acrosss the street…………….  . 

a. sat; went off      b. was sitting; went off          c. was siting; went off         d. sat; was going off 

112. The Tower of London ……………centuries of warfare but it could vanish from sight in the 

twenty-first century, experts……yesterday. 

a. survived; warned c. has been surviving; warned 

b. survives; warned  d. has survived; warned 

113. How long…………..you fiance? 

a. have you been knowing              b. have you known         c. do you know       d. did you know 
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114.My sister……….me. For a start, she……………………fair hair. 

a. is not resembling; has c. doesn’t resemble; have 

b. doesn’t resemble; is having d. doesn’t resemble; has 

115. According to recent research, too little sleep……..young people to gain weight. 

a. is causing                     b. causes                      c. has caused                    d. cause 

116. Unfortunately, traffic…………………………..worse every year. 

a. gets                                   b. has got                     c. is getting                         d. will get 

117. Andy and George………………………….a business for a few years but this is the first time 

they…………………..with such problems. 

a. have been running; have dealt c. have been running; are dealing 

b. have run; have dealt  d. had been running; dealt 

118. You…………………..your keys! What’s the matter with you? 

a. always forget  c. are always forgetting 

b. have always been forgetting  d. always forgot 

119. And the Ferrari……….the last corner at fast speed,…………. towards the finish line 

and……………….it.!What a race! 

a. takes; is racing; is crossing                                                   c. is taking; is racing; is crossing 

b. takes; races; crosses                                                            d. has taken; has raced; has crossed 

120. I………………be several kilos heavier than I am now. That’s because I………….hate 

exercising. 

a. would; would       b. used to; would          c. used to; used to        d. was used to; was used to 

121. It’s a few days since I………….…Rick. 

a.saw                         b. have seen                               c. see                        d. haven’t been seeing 

122.How often……..to the gym this week? 

a. were you                    b. have you been                c. will you be               d. are you 

123. They…………….awake all night talking about all kinds of things. 

a. would stay                   b. stayed                    c. were staying                   d. stay 

124. The president , who signed a peace treaty with a number of countries in 1994,…………the 

full support of his people. 
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a. enjoys                     b. has enjoyed              c. is enjoying                         d. enjoyed 

125. Tony………………at Manchester University. His parents are extremely proud of him.  

a. has been accepted               b. is acccepted               c. has accepted                 d. will accept 

126. Violent crime………………..incereasingly commmon in big cities. 

a. becomes                 b. became                   c. is becoming                                d. has become 

127. They………………………a very important exam next week. 

a. prepare to sit c. are prepared to give 

b. have prepared to give d. are preparing t ogive 

128. Not only…………………………..home late but he also……………….a terrible smell of cigarettes 

and alcohol. 

a. did he come; gave off        b. did he came; gave out        c. he came; gave off     d.he came; 

gave away 

129. The main symptom of tonsilitis ist hat the neck ………swollen and………….to the touch. 

a. became; hurt  c. becomes; hurts 

b. has become; hurts        d. is becoming; is hurting 

130. Their effort………………………to be a waste of time but there………………….nothing  they 

could do about the decision they……………………….a long time ago. 

a. turned out;  was; took c. turned in; was; took 

b. turned aut; was; had taken        d. turned in; was; had taken 

131. In our History classs we……………….the causes of world war II all week.  

a. are discussing c. discuss 

b. have been discussing    d. have discussed 

132. ………………..to do a media studies course next year? Actually, I………………….my mind. 

a. do you plan; changed        c. are you planning; changed 

b. do you plan; have changed                                  d. are you plannning; have changed 

133. When the ferry……..the island, get ready to disembark. 

a. is approached            b. will approach               c. approaches           d. will have approached 

134. The Brazilian rainforest………..at a shocking rate. 

a. is destroying           b. is to be destroyed                  c. is being destroyed            d. is destroyed 
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135. Amy wanted to know if…………………..the concert. 

a. did I enjoy         b. had I enjoyed         c. I had enjoyed                  d. I did enjoy 

136. I wish Tim ……………………me the truth that night. 

a. had told                   b. told                   c. did tell                   d. was telling 

137. Only after I……………….his reasons……………………….him. 

a. have heard; did I forgive    c. had heard; I did forgive 

b. had heard; I forgave                                                           d.  had heard; did I forgive 

138. Where shalll w ego to eat? 

I used to love going tot hat Italian restaurant, but it closed down, …………………? 

a. Hadn’t it                      b. didn’t it                      c. hasn’t it                         d. wasn’t it  

 

   139. Never before……………………..to our college. 

 

a. so many students have appplied 

b. have so many students appplied 

c. had appplied so many students 

d. students had applied so many 

 

140. Have you got any idea………………………the spare envelopes? 

a. where does Jan keep c. where Jan is kept 

b. Jan has kept  d. where Jan keeps 

 

141. She’s the singer that…………………the number one hits this year. 

a. had                       b. is having                       c. has had                       d. was having 

 

142. I ……………the sugar for the cake when she………………………in. 

a. weighed; come c.weighed; come 

b. was weighing; came d. have been weighing; came 

 

143. Inflation is high these days so it……………………….harder to make do. 

a. gets                   b. is getting                          c. will get                         d. has got 

 

144. After a successful carrer as a model, Cara……………………in several theatrical productions. 

a. went on starring c. was going on to star 

b. would go on as a star d. went on to star 

 

145. When the water…………add threee spoonfulls of rice. 

a. boils                          b. is boiling                  c. has boiled               d. will boil 
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146. She…………….. at the moment. 

a. is having her house painted c. is painting her house 

b. has her house painted d. will be painting her house 

 

147. She…………………………a plumber to repair her sink. 

a. thought to get c. thought of getting 

b. was thinking to get d. was thinking of getting 

 

148. I’m quite at a losss. What……………….with that house painter’s bill?................me quite a 

shock when I…………………it. I………………it as soon as I………………….of cousre, but £211 is a lot of 

money. 

a. will I do; gave; received; pay; can 

b. am I to do; gave; received; will pay; can 

c. am I going to do; give; received; will pay; can 

d. am I doing; gave, received; will pay; can 

 

149.People……………….the telephone for some years when something unexpected………………to 

Bell. 

a. have beeen using; happened                                                   c. had been using; had happened 

b. had been using; happened                                                       d. had used; had happened 

 

150. Ever since the day I………………..to move to this city, I………………….whwther the decision 

I……………the right one. 

a. had decided; had been worrying; took; was 

b. decided; had been worrying; took; was 

c. decided; have been worrying; took; was 

d. decided; have been worrying; took; was 

 

151. I’m sure what we……..for the trip,…………….. on the weather. 

a. are needing; is depending c. will need; will depend 

b. need; depend d. need; depends 

 

152. I know you………………..my new hair colour but you’ll just……………it. 

a. don’t approve of; have to get accustomed to 

b. don’t approve with; have to get accustomed with 

c. are nor approving of; have to get used to 

d. don’t approve of; have to get use to 

 

153. By this time next week, I………………..on this book for a year. 

a. will have worked c. will work 

b. will have been working d. will had been working 

 

154. Up tot hat moment I……….the sense…………….my own master. 

a. have never lost; of being c. had never lost; of being 

b. had never lost; to be d. never lost; of being 
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155. Not only…………..the train but he also lost his money. 

a. he missed                b. did he miss                    c. did he missed                d. was he missed 
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2. MULTIPLE-CHOICE  EXERCISES – VOCABULARY 

 

 

1. We thought Sir John was…………….but he was just pretending to be ill. 

a. one foot in the grave                                                        c. one foot in the tomb 

b. one foot in the bucket                                                     d. one leg in the shrine 

 

2. Bill isn’t weak at all; in fact, he’s…………………………….  . 

a. As strong as a tiger                                                         c. as strong as an ox 

b. As strong as a bull                                                          d. as strong as an ax 

c.  

3. The researchers had to work…………….for six months in order to complete the project. 

a. At full speed                                                                  c. at full level 

b. At full stretch                                                                d. at high speed 

 

 4.John came from a poor family in South London, but thanks to his shrewd business sense he 

went……………..and became a very successful stockbroker. 

        

        a.  from rags to luxury c. from poverty to luxury  

        b. from riches to poverty                                                    d. from rags to riches 

 

5. Unfortunately, while he was at…………….he started drinking heavily and thus began his descent 

down……………………….towards homelessness and poverty. 

        

       a. the top of the ladder; the slippery slope                   c. the top of the glory; the slippery slope 

       b. the top of the ladder; the slippery path                    d. the top of the glory; the slippery path 

 

6. Mind you, it would be lovely to…………I’d be able to go fishing and see the children more often. 

   

   a. have time in my hands                                                    c. have time on my hands 

   b. get time on my hands                                                      d. have time at my will 

 

7. Greta can’t really afford a skiing holiday- she’s only going to keep up …………………..  . 

   

 a. with the Smiths                                                                 c. with the Jacksons 

   b. with the Joneses                                                               d. with the Browns 

 

8. Selling encyclopedias over the telephone is a …………………………-you should look for another 

career. 

   a. dead idea                       b. loss of time             c. dead end                 d. bad end 
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9. The politician seems to……………….since his unfortunate public display. 

  

   a. be adopting a higher profile                                       c. be intimidating the press 

   b. be hiding the public eye                                              d. be adopting a lower profile 

 

10. We…………at the moment- we’re in the process of closing several deals- so everyone’s working 

hard. 

a. have several  irons in the fire                                          c. have a few irons in the fire 

b. have many irons in the fire                                             d. have different irons in the fire 

 

11.The……….for the factory. It will probably close next year. 

 a. writing is on the wall                                                        c. 20n dis in the air 

 b. signs are on the wall                                                        d. closing is sure 

 

12. We lost the debate although we………………….in all the arguments. 

   a. held our mind        b. held our mouth              c held our thoughts              d. held our own 

 

13. After the take over we were told to expect a pay rise but we………………..   . 

   a. took it with reservation                                                 c. took it with doubt 

   b. took it with a pinch of salt                                             d. took it with a little hope 

 

14. We were surprised to see James………….only two weeks after his operation. 

   a. up and down             b. up and about                  c. in and out               d. up and across 

 

15. I couldn’t manage at work without Baxter- he’s my……………………   . 

   a. right hand man                                                                  c. right hand friend 

   b. left hand man                                                                    d. right hand man 

 

16. Sven can’t even afford to buy a bus ticket- he’s as…………   . 

  a. poor as a begger     b. poor as a homeless        c. poor as a church mouse     d. poor as a sick dog 

 

17. Now that the director has retired, Fred Martin will be taking over and……………….     . 

  a. calling the shots     b. calling the shoots     c. calling the bells      d. calling the strings 

 

18. No wonder Carlos is regarded as the best…………artist- his paintings are fantastic! 

  a. go-and-coming        b. down-and-coming       c. up-and-coming     d. on-and-coming 

 

19. Now that his business is successful, Errol has joined the…………………..; he’s bought houses in 

Tahiti. 

  a. taking-off                   b. launch set              c. success       d. jet set 

 

20. The bank has a………………………….security sistem. 

   a. broke the record      b. broke the mould         c. broke the tops          d. broke the charts 
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21. Margaret Thatcher…………………of British politics by becoming the country’s first female prime 

minister. 

  a. goes ahead       b. runs ahead        c. streets ahead       d. comes ahead 

 

22. Tony’s new car is the……………………………in confort. 

  a. state-of –art       b. state-of -the work        c. state-of-the master piece    d. state-of-the art 

 

23. This computer is……………….of all the others on the matket. 

  a. last word       b. last minute         c. last rage       d last scratch 

 

24. The police arrived at the scene of the crime as soon as they could but the robbers had………  . 

   a. vanished  into deep water                                          c. vanished into the dark 

   b. vanished into thin air                                                   d. vanished into the crowd 

 

25. The situation at the office has got completely …………………..since the rumours of a take-over 

started. 

    a. out of fingers        b. out of sight          c. out of hand       d. out of eyes 

 

26. Steven had a ……….today as he was driving to work- someone went through a red light and 

almost hit him. 

  a. short call                     b. close accident      c. twist of fate       d. close call 

 

27. In a ……………..effort tos ave the old library from being demolished, the residents picketened 

the Town Hall. 

  a. last-ditch                 b. last-shave               c. last-minute        d. last-call 

 

28. The sacking of the part-time staff was just…………………….., the company later went bankrupt 

leaving all the staff aut of work. 

  a. tip of the finger                                                                      c. tip of the tongue 

  b. tip of the aisberg                                                                   d. tip of the truth 

 

29. When the old man realised he was…………………..he asked to see a priest. 

  a. at death’s door                        b. at Heaven’s door      c. at Paradise’s door    d. at God’s door 

 

30. Matthew never really got over his road accident. He’s been a……………   . 

  a. shade of his former self                                                          c. copy of his former self 

  b. shadow of his former self                                                     d. trace of his former self 
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3.  MULTIPLE-CHOICE  EXERCISES - MIXED 

 

 

1. Look at him!He is completely at……………………………….loss. 

a. The                                    b. a                              c. an                                                  d. – 

 

2. If the teachers go out………………………….strike, others unions may join them. 

a. With                                b. in                             c. on                                  d. into 

 

3. The bad weather seems to have set……………………..   . 

a. For                                 b. in                               c. off                                 d. out  

 

4. As it’s rather late, we really ought to…………….  . 

a. To the leaving                       b. to leaving                c. to be leaving                d. leaving   

 

5. Mary will never descend ………………….that kind of language!      

a. To using                              b. to use                 c. to be using                    d. using 

6. As she’s got caught………………………….the rain, her suit’s ruined. 

a. On                                      b. into                           c. in                  d. onto 

 

7. Helen felt exhausted because she…………………………….all day long. 

a. Worked                        b. has been working                c. had been working        d. works 

 

8. I will write to you when I…………………………….time. 

a. Will have                           b. had                            c. have                     d. have had 

 

9. Susan’s birthday is………………………….July 1st. 

a. On                               b. at                                    c. in                             d. – 

 

10. I bought some worm boots today because …………………………skiing. 

a. Went                         b. I’m going                           c. I’ll go                  d. I go 

 

11. We’ve decided ……………….married in spring. 

a. Get                            b. to get                                    c. getting                     d. got 

   

12. You can tell me your secret. I…………………..anyone. 

a. Am not going to tell                 b. won’t tell         don’t tell                      d. I’m not telling 

13. Please ask……………………….help if you want! 

a. To                                      b. for                                    c. of                                       d.in 

14. I………………………….my job soon. 

a. Think of changing                                                                           c. think to change 
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b. Am thinking of changing                                                                d. am thinking to change 

15. You must see my new flat……….round and………a drink some time. 

a. Go;come                 b. go;have                       c. have;come                   d. come;have 

 

16. I don’t want to talk to………………………..  .And I want to talk to……………………..either. 

a.Anyone; no one       b. nobody;somebody    c. somebody; everyone    d. everybody;anybody 

 

 17. I have ……………close friends, two or three. 

        a. a lot of                        b. a little                      c. a few                          d. a dozen 

 

18. I’m bored. I want…………………….interesting to read, or …………………..to talk to, 

or………………….interesting to go. 

      a. anything; everyone; something                                         c. something; somebody; somewhere 

      b. somebody; anuone; anywhere                                          d. everything; nobody; somewhere 

 

19. She speaks good Spanish, but only ……………………………. Russian. 

      a. a few                            b. a lot of                    c. much                       d. a little 

 

20. I should be kinder than you if I……………….a woman. 

     a. am                                b. would be                          c. were                            d. had been 

 

21. Let’s go for a walk, ……………………..? 

     a. shall we                       b. will we                                c. do we                         d. don’t we 

 

22. This soi lis…………………than the one in the mountains. 

      a. fertiler                          b. the fertilest                      c. more fertile               d. more fertiler  

 

23. He looked at me as if he…………………………………to tell me something. 

      a. wants                           b. had wanted                     c. has wanted                  d. wanted 

 

24. The concert……………….at 7.30.   ………………..you…………..with us? 

      a. starts; are coming       b. is starting; are coming       c. starts;come      d. is starting; do come 

 

25. He wouldn’t have left the party unless something urgent ……………………….. . 

       a. showed up                 b. had shown up               c. hadn’t shown up                 d. had showed up 

 

26. Dacă cumva îl găsesc, te sun! 

      a. If I fiind him, I’ll phone you.                                     c. Shall I fiind it, I’ll phone you. 

      b. I’ll phone you if I’ll fiind it.                                       D. If I should fiind it, I’ll phone you.  

27. The………….writer has just been awarded a literary award for his entire career. 

     a. seventy-years-old         b. seventy-year-old            c. seventy years old        d. seventy-year-old’ 

 

28. The students…………….a course of history right now but they don’t seem really interested 

………….. the topic. 

     a. have been listening; in       b. are listening; in     c. lave been listening; to      d. are listening; to 
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29. It is advisable that they……………………….the instructions accordingly. 

     a. should follow                       b. would follow                 c. will follow                d. could follow 

30. I wish he………………………….for long hours. Then we ………………………..more often. 

     a. don’t have to work; can go out                                      c. didn’t have to work; could go out 

     b. didn’t have to work; can go out                                     d. hadn’t had to work; could go out 

 

 

 

1. If he………………………his sins, which I............., I……………….believe in miracles. 

a. Happens to confess; doubt; had better to 

b. Will confess; am doubting; am going to 

c. Confesses; doubt; will 

d. Should confess;   am doubting; am bound to 

 

2. Unless you…………………..a question, you never………..an answer  from her. This is how she 

always does things. 

a. Ask; would get 

b. Will ask; get; 

c. Don’t ask; will get 

d. Ask; get 

 

3. It’s not worth………to draw his attention because he…………the computer an dis completely 

engrossed ………a game. 

a. Trying; plays; in 

b. To try; has been playing; for 

c. Trying; is playing; in 

d. To try; is playing; to 

 

4. „I will never…………..him again.” 

a. Confide on; neither will I 

b. Trust of; neither do I 

c. Confide in; neither will I 

d. Trust in; neither won’t I 

 

5. She had no idea how troubling the situation was. 

a. Little had she realised how troubling the situation is. 

b. Little did she realise how troubling the situation was. 

c. Little she realised how troubling the situation was. 

d. Little did she realise how troubling was the situation. 

 

6. Not until………more money, …………….to accept their offer of a new job. 

a. He was offered; has he agreed 

b. He was offered; did he agree 

c. He had been offered; he agreed 
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d. Was he offered; he agreed 

 

7. I……………………at work who thinks so…………..of………………….! 

a. Know hardly anybody; high; theirseves 

b. Hardly know anybody; highly; themselves 

c. Hardly know no one; highly; himself 

d. Scarcely know somebody; highly; themselves 

 

8. ……………had they arrived at the restaurant when it………….raining cats and dogs. 

a. No sooner; has started 

b. Scarcely; had began 

c. The minute; began 

d. Hardly; started 

 

9. …………………in her place. I…………everybody at the party to do ……………..best not to make a 

mess. 

a. If I would have been; would tell; its 

b. Were I; would had told; his 

c. If I have been; would have told; their 

d. Had I been; would have told; their 

 

10. They should avoid………………….with strangers because it is typical…………the people here to 

try to………..you. 

a. Talking; of; swindle 

b. To talk; for; be taken in 

c. To talk; of; con 

d. Talking; for; tricking 

 

11. ………….., hard work and determination are two important……………..if you want to succeed in 

life. 

a. From my point of view; criteria 

b. From my points of views; criteria 

c. From my standpoint; criterion 

d. By my standpoint; criterions 

 

12. …………the end of the week, they…………how to play the guitar for three weeks. 

a. To; will had been learning 

b. Over; will have learned 

c. By; will have been learning 

d. By; will be learning 

 

13. I don’t understand why your little brother…………so difficult today. ……………..he is very easy to 

deal with, …………….? 

a. Is being; normally; is h enot 

b. Is; usually; isn’t it 
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c. Has been; as a rule; is he 

d. Is being; normally; isn’t he 

 

14. My sister has an important exam tomorrow. If only she…………..focus and…………….any 

mistakes! 

a. Could; didn’t make 

b. Could have; doesn’t make 

c. Is able to; weren’t making 

d. Can; won’t make 

15. My mother explained……that unless I…………………….my room, I…………no apple pie for desert. 

a. Me; didn’t tidy up; would have got 

b. To me; tidied up; would get 

c. Me; had tidied; got 

d. To me; would tidy; got 

16. I’d sooner he……….me the truth………….he done this, we would still…………..together now. 

a. Had told; had; be 

b. Had told; had; have been 

c. Has told; hadn’t; be 

d. Told; would; have been 

 

17. I clearly remember……………the window before  I left for work, so I can’t understand 

why…………….open when I returned home. 

a. Closing; it was 

b. Closing; was it 

c. To close; it was 

d. Having closed; was it 

18. He brought ………………..with him for the exam lest he ………………….a mistake while solving the 

math problems. 

a. A pair of compasses; should make 

b. A compass; shouldn’t make 

c. Some compasses, couln’t make 

d. A compasses; might make 

19. There are a lot of new shops………………….of the town. You……………..worry that you have no 

place where to do your shopping. 

a. On the premise; mustn’t 

b. In the outskirts; ought to not 

c. On the outskirts; don’t need to 

d. On the premises; needn’t have been 

20. Cand o sa ai destui bani sa cumperi o tableta noua, parintii tai iti vor fi cumparat deja una. 

a. When you have enough money to buy a new tablet, your parents will have already 

bought you one. 

b. When have you enough money to buy a new tablet, your parents will have already 

bought you one. 

c. When you will have enough money to buy a new tablet, your parents will have already 

bought you a ne wone. 
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d. When you have had enough money to buy a new tablet, your parents will already have 

buyed you one. 

 

21. Since he decided to………..he locked the door to avoid……………   . 

a. Have forty winks; being disturbed 

b. Have fourty winks; being disturbed 

c. Get some shut-eye; to have disturbed 

d. Sleep like a log; to be disturbing 

22. „ I broke a glass while I was cooking.” 

a. She said she has broken a glasss while she was cooking. 

b. She confessed she had broken a glass while cooking. 

c. She admitted to have broken a glass while she had been cooking. 

d. She said she had broken a glass while cooking. 

23. I think that she…………………………in the park this time tomorrow. 

a. Will walk 

b. Will be walking 

c. Would be walking 

d. Was going to walk 

 

24. „ what do you suggest?” „I suggest……………..to the disco tomorrow night.” 

a. Our to go 

b. Going 

c. That we will go 

d. To go 

25. He had a big smile on his face. But for his teacher’s help, he……..the exam. 

a. Wouldn’t have passed 

b. Wouldn’t pass 

c. Hadn’t passed 

d. Didn’t pass 

26. She sounds………….probably because the news she………………bad. 

a. Miserably; received is 

b. Miserable; had received is 

c. Miserably; is receiving are 

d. Miserable; has received are 

27. It is……………to spy a human being let alone…………one. 

a. Illigal; kiddnapp 

b. Unlegal; kidnapping 

c. Illegal; kidnap 

d. Illegal; kidnapping 

28. He had a ………..with his father before he went off to college. 

a. Deeply-hearted discussion 

b. Heart-to-heart talk 

c. Heart-to –head discussion 

d. Soul-to-heart talk 

29. „What………..in fine……….time?” „ They ………….around the worlf for over six months.” 
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a. Will they be doing; months’; will have been travelling 

b. Will they do; month’s; will be travelling 

c. Will they be doing; minth’s; will have travelled 

d. Will they have been doing; months’; will be travelling 

30. If she……..so obnoxious, I………her tom y birthparty last week. 

a. Weren’t; had invited 

b. Hadn’t been; would have invited 

c. Hadn’t been; would invite 

d. Wouldn’t be; would have invited 

 

 

1. When we are in a meeting, everyone must keep…………….the point. Otherwise the meeting 

takes too long. 

a. About                                  b. into                         c. to                            d. up 

 

2. Your report is very clear and easy to understand. You…………………..all the options really 

clearly. 

a. Put out                              b. made out                      c. set out                      d. got aut 

 

3. A comfortable flat ………..so that you……………………to go………………….the living room or kitchen 

to get from a bedroom to the exit door. 

a. Musnt’t be designed; should need; into 

b. Shouldn’t be designed; don’t need; through 

c. Might be designed; didn’t need; through 

d. Can be designed; won’t need; through 

 

4. His invention was contained in a box………….one metre,……………half a metre……….and three 

quarters of a metre……………  . 

a. Roughly; in length; wide; high 

b. Merely; in length; large; in height 

c. Scarcely; long; wide; in hight 

d. Roughly; long; in largeness; in tallness 

 

5. Although  he was exhausted, he managed to finish the London Marathon race. Despite……  . 

a. His exhaustation,  he managed finishing the London Marathon race 

b. His exhaustion, he succeeded to finish the London Marathon race 

c. His being exhausted, he succeeded to finish the London Marathon race 

d. His exhaustion, he managed to finish the London Marathon race 

 

6. He calls more often on his girlfriend than on his parents. His parents……………   . 

a. Are more often called than on his girlfriend 

b. Are not called on as rarely as his girlfriend 

c. Are more rarely called on than his girlfriend 

d. Are not called as often as his girlfriend 
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7. Not until the captain……………the signal…………….into the water. 

a. Gave; did they jump 

b. Had given; did they jump 

c. Will give; will they jump 

d. Had given; they jumped 

 

8. The man ………….you were speaking to earlier is Mike,…………………is an expert on 

networks……………run on Unix. 

a. Whom; who; that 

b. That; who; which 

c. Who; that; that 

d. Who; who; that 

 

9. I’m …………………………by all this situation! 

a. Quite taken aback 

b. Rather taken aback 

c. Rather pushed back 

d. Quite let down 

 

10. ……………..that all the hairs on the backof my neckwere standing on end, and my hands were 

shaking so badly that,……………………..I couldn’t turn the handle of the door. 

a. I was so terrified; as hard as I could 

b. So terrified was I; try as I might 

c. Was I so terrified; as hard as I tried 

d. So terrified I was; as hard as I might try 

 

11. He……………………….to what carrer he wants to pursue. 

a. Has been given little thought 

b. Has given few thoughts 

c. Has given little thinking 

d. Has given little thought 

 

12. According to research, we……………………. more than ever before without fearing the 

consequences. 

a. All borrow 

b. Are all borrowing 

c. All borrowed 

d. Have all been borrowing 

 

13. They say that the former accountant left the company in disgrace. 

a. It is said that the former acccountant left the company in disgrace. 

b. The former accountant is said to leave the company in disgrace. 

c. The former accountant is said to have left the company in disgrace. 

d. It is said the former accountant to have left the company in disgrace. 
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14. He was very lucky…………..a job so quickly, …………………..he was so inexperienced. 

a. For getting;  despite 

b. To get; even though 

c. To have got; although 

d. Getting; even if 

 

15. During the class we were told that the moon…………………..around the Earth. 

A. Revolves                      b. revolved                   c. revolve                        d. will revolve 

 

16. There’s no point…………………….she …………………..change her mind no matter what. 

a. In talking; won’t 

b. Talking; doesn’t  

c. To talk; can’t 

d. About talking; wouldn’t 

 

17. Why don’t you try……………………again in ten minutes? To be honest, I tried…………………him 

severaal times today but it was in vain. 

a. To call; to call 

b. Calling; to call 

c. Calling; calling 

d. To call; calling 

 

18. ………………………..an extra pillow, madam? 

a. Will you need 

b. Are you going to need 

c. Are you needing 

d. Will you be needing 

 

19. If only I………………..with you and not alone! It would be much more fun. 

a. Would travel              b. had travelled                 c. were travelling                 d. should travel 

 

20. He was a great composer,…………………, but …………of his twins followed his footsteps. 

a. As his father was; neither 

b. As was his father; none 

c. Like his father was; neither 

d. As was his father; neither 

 

21. Beyond the open fields……………………… .  

a. The majestic mountains stood 

b. The majestic mountains are staying 

c. Stay the majestic mountains 

d. Stood the majestic mountains 

 

22. …………………………before I come, tell her to wait. 

a. Should Maggie arrive 
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b. Were Maggie to arrive 

c. If Maggie would arrive 

d. Does Maggie happen to arrive 

 

23. „If only we had a white Christmas this year!” 

a. He said he really wished they had had a white Christmas that year. 

b. He said he really wished they could have a white Christmas that year. 

c. He said he wished they had an white Christmas that year. 

d. He desired they had a white Christmas that year. 

 

24. My dream is to spend a …………………..holiday in ……………………., but in order this to happen I 

need to save a considerable amount of money. 

a. Ten-days; the Azores 

b. Ten-day; the Azores 

c. Ten days’; Azores 

d. Ten-day; Azores 

 

25. He denied………………………….anything about such a business deal. He insisted ……………….to the 

chief representative. 

a. Ever to have known; on my speaking 

b. Ever knowing;  to speak 

c. Ever knowing; on my speaking 

d. Ever to know;  speak 

 

26. It is proven that this painkiller…………………..effect in five minutes. 

a. Take                       b. takes                   c. will take                               d. took 

 

27. As far as I know, there have been civil wars in…..Sudan,…….Congo, ……. Gambia, ………….. 

Algeria  and other African countries. 

a. The; the;-; - 

b. -;-; -;- 

c. The; the; the; the 

d. The; the; the; - 

 

28. …………………………..reminded that unauthorised access to the generator room is strictly 

prohibited. 

a. All staff are                 b. all stuff is               c. all stuff are                                 d. all staff  are 

 

29. All the money I had …………………invested well, ……………..? 

a. Seem to be; isn’t it 

b. Seems to be; doesn’t it 

c. Seem  to be; doesn’t it 

d. Seems to be; isn’t it 
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30. Discussions on the issue of expansion of the company have been in………….since the outbreak 

of disease in the area. 

a. Hitch                            b. limbo                      c. feud                      d. core 
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